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City Domain Initiatives today

.boston .sfo .chicago .seoul .sydney …
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Most CityTLDs are Private Sector

Private

Civil
Government

.eng

.shanghai

.paris

.berlin

.bzh

.africa

.gal.quebec

.cym
.nyc

.lat
.bcn

.london

.hamburg

.tokyo.seoul

.bayern

.koeln
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ICANN says CityTLDs may be online …

Applications in 1. half 2010

Approval ~ 10 month later

New TLDs online ~ mid 2011*

2011
* Current projection of ICANN in 3. version Applicant Guidebook
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7 Reasons for City Top-Level Domains
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1. Urban Population growths continously

Today > 50%

Tomorrow > 60%

Source: http://esa.un.org/unup/p2k0data.asp
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2. Today 50% of Domains are .com/.net
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2. Tomorrow GeoTLD will balance

Regionalisation of the Internet is a 

Counterbalance to .com driven Globalisation 

.com

other gTLDs

.net .org .biz
other ccTLDs

.cn .de .uk .eu

City/GeoTLDs
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3. Tight Name Spaces

.com = overcrowed with 80 mio. domains,

the same for .se and other top-level domains

> 300.000 domains contain „nyc“

> 30.000 domains contain „stockholm“

Examples

www.schools-nyc.com

www.hotels-stockholm.com

www.hotels-stockholm.se
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Do you want to advertise for .com?
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4. City Domains offer real Identity

IDENTITY is

your Nation(.se)

your City (.stockholm)

your Name (.nilsson)
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City Identity is 2nd most important

Forsa Institute May 2005

Survey with 2,000 persons, aged 18-30 
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5. Internet Users like it short & intuitive* 

43%

26%

21%

8%

1%

* Representative study,

eco eV, Oct 2007. 

Question: “What is your 

preferred address to reach 

the mayors website?”

www.mayor.berlin

mayor.berlin.de

www.berlin.de/mayor

www.berlin.de/de/dept/offices/mayor

www.berlin.de
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6. Cities needs strong Branding Vehicles 
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7. Significant local Added Value Chain

IT

Creative

Industries

Portals

SMEs

Place

Branding
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An invasion of armies can be resisted, 

but not an idea whose time has come.

Victor Hugo, 1852


